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SJSU remembers mass shooting victims

VICENTE VERA | SPARTAN DAILY

On Monday students and community members hold a vigil outside the Student Union for victims of Saturday’s shooting at the Pittsburgh Tree of life Synagogue.

Twitch hosts
convention
downtown
By Paul Hang
STAFF WRITER

MAURICIO LA PLANTE | SPARTAN DAILY

Journalist Jim Acosta accepts the Hearst Award from Journalism Professor Robert Rucker at the award
ceremony at Student Union Ballroom on Thursday.

Acosta advocates
for ‘truth to power’

Thousands of geeks and
nerds gathered together for
the fourth annual TwitchCon.
TwitchCon, a convention
dedicated to video games, is a
part of Twitch.tv – a popular
live streaming platform for
video games. The event lasted
from Friday until Sunday.
Tickets sold out but there
has been no confirmation of
how many people attended
to this year’s TwitchCon.
Influencer Update confirmed
last year’s TwitchCon had
almost 50,000 people show
up for the event.
This is the first time
TwitchCon was hosted
in San Jose at the San Jose
Convention Center. Players
were able to socialize, watch
conferences, buy accessories

and watch their favorite
streamers play video games.
Some
games
were
showcased including a Halo
and Portal-inspired firstperson shooter game called
“Splitgate: Arena Warfare.”
According to the game’s
website, the game’s objective
is to combine the explosive
gameplay of first-person
shooters with strategic
elements of portals that
appear throughout the game.
“Remnant: From the Ashes”
is an upcoming survival action
game developed by Gunfire
Games; a team entirely made
of former Darksiders and
Darksiders II developers.
Pe r f e c t
Wo r l d
Entertainment PR Specialist
Jayson Gegner considered the
game to be a progressionCONVENTION | Page 2

CNN chief White House correspondent Jim Acosta visited San Jose
and spoke to students and faculty about ‘fake news’ and journalism
By Jana Kadah
COPY EDITOR

Accusations of “fake news.”
Intimidation. And now mail bombs.
Jim Acosta, CNN’s chief White
House correspondent, has covered
four presidential elections and now
two White House administrations.
But this is the first time he says he
has felt threatened as a journalist in
the United States.
“It does not feel like I am in
America anymore,” Acosta told a
San Jose audience on Thursday
night, just hours after a mail bomb
had been sent to the CNN offices.
“Nastiness and cruelty seem to have

been normalized and sanitized
under this administration.”
In response, he said, all those
who support democracy and
the First Amendment must
fight the “toxin” that has spread
into U.S. discourse.
Acosta appeared at San Jose
State University to accept the 2018
William Randolph Hearst Award
for excellence in professional
journalism from the university’s
School of Journalism and Mass
Communications and spoke to
students, faculty and community
members about his coverage of the
Trump administration.
He’d been on a plane to San

A&E
Film filled with
bloody skating
and bitter nostalgia
Page 3

Jose when the CNN headquarters
received a bomb in the form of a
mysterious package, as did former
President Barack Obama, Hillary
Clinton, Joe Biden and other highlevel Democrats and supporters.
“It seems like anyone who has
spoken out against the president
has received one of these bombs,”
Acosta said.
So he decided to change his
speech while in the air to focus
on his determination — and
that of CNN — to continue
their crucial reporting.
“The bombs sent to us and to
JOURNALIST | Page 2
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Twitch atendees play video games at the convention on
Saturday.
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Local Punx rocker beautifies San Jose streets
By Melody Del Rio
STAFF WRITER

The Trash Punx cleaned
up the streets of San Jose in a
punk rock style.
CEO and founder of the
group, Justin Imamura, said
he was commuting home
from work and noticed an
overwhelming amount of
trash on the street.
“The Trash Punx are a
band of volunteers that get
together to beautify the
community,” Imamura said.
Imamura
said
he
questioned why there was so
much trash and why no one
was doing anything about it.
After self-researching, he
continued to wonder what
was happening to the tax
money that he and other
residents of San Jose were
paying to keep the city clean.
“The amount of trash that
we picked up at the last event
was approximately 25,000
pounds of trash,” Imamura
said.
It was after the first
event that he then decided
to start an organization
with the intention to help
beautify San Jose.
The organization has
partnered with the City
of San Jose’s anti-litter
committee along with the
anti-graffiti
committee
to help transportation to
dispose of the trash bags,
provide litter sticks and trash

JOURNALIST
Continued from page 1
others have put steel in
our spines,” Acosta said.
“We are going to continue
to do our jobs and speak
truth to power.”
He said Trump’s antijournalist rhetoric is to
blame for the violence,
threats and verbal abuse
he and many other
journalists have faced.
Acosta
discussed
specifically his experience
covering Trump rallies
and how crowds have
shouted “CNN sucks”
and “fake news” in his

bags.
During
last year’s
flood
in
Coyote
Creek, The
Trash Punx
b e c a m e IMAMURA
an official
organization.
According to NBC Bay
Area, 14,000 people were
evacuated from their houses.
The Trash Punx wanted to
help the families that had lost
their homes in the flood.
The Trash Punx hosted
its first event in the Alum
Rock area. The families that
had lost their homes in the
flood stayed at Saratoga High
School.
In order to provide the
families with direct relief, the
organization decided to clean
the areas that were affected
by the flood.
Eight of Imamura’s
friends volunteered at
the first event and now,
The Trash Punx has more
than 200 volunteers.
“Justin brings so much
energy and youth to The
Trash Punx. Without Justin,
organizing events to pick up
trash, it wouldn’t happen.”
Paula Christensen, The Trash
Punx volunteer said.
“Instead of complaining
about the trash, Imamura
decided that he was going
to “put his money where his
mouth is,” she added.

direction. One activist
made
a
threatening
thumb-across-throat
gesture to him. Insulting
messages come regularly
into his Twitter, Instagram
and Facebook accounts.
The abuse he and his
colleagues have faced
is the reason Acosta
dedicated the award to
his team at CNN.
Acosta was honored
both by SJSU and
the city of San Jose on
Thursday night. Mayor
Sam Liccardo issued
a proclamation to the
journalist for his “patient,
thoughtful and relentless
pursuit of the truth.” SJSU
President Mary Papazian

CONVENTION
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based experience. Players
will be able to find
weapons mods and armor
chests to become stronger.
The game will support
up to four players for
cooperative play.
The game aims to be
a replayable experience
where players experience
something differently every
time a player attempts
the campaign.
“Every time you enter a
world, it’ll spawn differently
than the time before,”
Gegner said. “There’s a lot
of replayability there.”
On Saturday, there was
a “Black Ops 4” blackout
tournament consisting of
popular streamers, such
as Ninja. Tyler “Ninja”
Blevins told CNBC he
makes more than $500,000
per month as a full-time
Fortnite streamer.
The prize pool at
TwitchCon was $250,000
for teams of four streamers.
There were 16 streamers
who competed in the
tournament.
The tournament was
won by Michael “Shroud”
Grzesiek’s team. Grzesiek
is a former professional

What they have to
offer here
and the people
I met already
are pretty fantastic.
Max Hess
‘ElementFive,
Twitch partnered streamer

“Counter Strike: Global
Offensive” gamer who
decided to quit and
focus more on streaming
battle
royale
games
like
“PlayerUnknown’s
Battlegrounds”
and “Fortnite.”
His team won $100,000
for being in first place in the
tournament. The Doritos
Bowl is the first Blackout
Black Ops 4 tournament
the game currently offers.
Twitch
partnered
streamer
Max
Hess,
who goes by his alias
ElementFive, enjoyed his
first TwitchCon event.
“What they have to
offer here and the people
I met already are pretty
fantastic,” Hess said.
Hess is a “Darkest
Dungeon”
streamer.
“Darkest Dungeon” is a
turn-based, horror-styled
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The Trash Punx partners with Echo Church in eﬀorts to clean up North San Jose for Serve Day on Oct. 13.

Imamura was born and
raised in San Jose. He left for
Los Angeles to pursue his
music career 10 years ago.
His background in music
has allowed him to tour with
bands like 30 Seconds to
Mars, The Used, and is part
of the band the Street Drum
Corps.
Imamura said that he uses
the trash he picks up around
San Jose to recycle into drum
kits.
Imamura’s Street Drum

There is nothing
wrong, if you are a
journalist,
to be an advocate
for a free press and
free speech.
Jim Acosta
CNN’s chief White House
correspondent

said she was honored to
have such an “esteemed
journalist” as Acosta on
campus because of his

Corps group, Blood Drums,
is performing at California’s
Great America.
Imamura said he is
someone who balances life
and works efficiently, with
the Drum Corps, The Trash
Punx and being a father.
The Trash Punx hosts
one cleanup event every
month. Imamura gives
volunteers
who
have
donated their time for six or
more events a black denim
vest with a patch of The

Trash Punx logo.
“If you see someone
walking around the city with
the denim vest, you need to
buy them a drink because you
know that they volunteered
100 plus hours for the sake of
beautifying the community,”
Imamura added.
The organization’s next
event called Operation: Care
and Comfort will take place
on Nov. 4 from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. at Avaya Stadium.
The event is dedicated

to sending care packages to
deployed troops.
To find out when the
next event will be or to
find out how you can
become involved, visit
thetrashpunx.org.

“persistent efforts to keep
[the people] informed.”
However, not everyone
views the chief White
House correspondent in
the same light.
Acosta said he has been
criticized by Fox News
for making himself and
CNN part of the stories.
He has also been accused
of being an activist more
than a journalist, but
Acosta said the two can go
hand in hand.
“There is nothing
wrong, if you are a
journalist, to be an
advocate for a free press
and free speech. That’s a
no-brainer, folks,” Acosta
said to the crowd.

Earlier in the day,
Acosta met with SJSU
students and encouraged
journalism majors to
continue pursuing careers
in the field despite
the threats. “This is a
dangerous time to tell the
truth in America, but the
truth is bigger than a bully,”
Acosta told students.
While Acosta has
placed blame on Trump
for
this
“anti-truth
climate,” he believes the
solution for “preserving
the truth” does not lie in
the president’s hands.
“The fight for the truth
is on. As journalists and
citizens we must take a
stand, not against the

president, but a stand for
truth,” Acosta said.
He ended his acceptance
speech emphasizing the
role of journalists in
a democracy — as the
audience members rose in
a standing ovation.
“Journalists are not the
enemy of the people. We
are the voice of the people.
In a government ‘by the
people, for the people’
there is no such thing as
the enemy of the people,”
Acosta said. “We are all
on the same team. We are
all Americans.”

SEE THIS AND
MORE VIDEOS
ON YOUTUBE
Follow Melody on Twitter
@spartanmelody

Follow Jana on Twitter
@Jana_Kadah

role-playing video game
developed by Red Hook
Studios which focuses the
player on survivability
because the game has an
emphasis on permadeath.
Hess mentioned he
tends to stream the game’s
user made mods and
content. He thought the
location TwitchCon 2018
was convenient.
“I came in form
Colorado, so it could’ve
been farther away, but not
too bad,” Hess said.
First time attendee
Brice Sharp enjoyed his
experience. “I think some
of my favorite things I’ve
done is watch stuff in the
Glitch Theater and meet
people,” Sharp said. “The
only downside is really the
lines yesterday.”
TwitchCon was first
PAUL HANG | SPARTAN DAILY
introduced in 2015 and
TwitchCon
attendees
autograph
a
wall
at
the
Twitch
convention
on Saturday.
was held in San Francisco
at the Moscone Center.
According to Polygon,
more than 20,000 attendees
arrived at the first
TwitchCon.
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Film paints grim portrait of ‘Mid90s’
By Mauricio La Plante
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Domestic violence and
self-harm overshadow nostalgia in “Mid90s.”
“Mid90s” ends just as
abruptly as it starts, with
a crash. The movie is like
Thrasher’s hall of meat
Instagram channel, to put it
in skating terms, with plenty
of wipeouts and brawls that
leave its characters bruised,
bloody and broken.
The story follows the
escapades of a group of
skater kids through the
eyes of Stevie, a 13-yearold who had barely
stepped on a board before
immersing himself in a
nameless clique with four
other boys.
From the beginning, we
see that Stevie, played by
Sunny Suljic, knows how
to take a bruising.
The editor doesn’t even
bother to fade from black,
cutting straight from A24’s
logo to Stevie’s brother,
Ian, played by Lucas Hedges, slamming him into a
wall and beating him.
The bruises are evident
on the screen right at the
next cut, a pattern that continues throughout the film.
Rest assured though,
this isn’t just a familial
drama that scars you with
the trauma of domestic violence and self-harm.
The film shifts from Stevie’s violent home to the
wild misadventures he goes
through with his friends
while skating.
When Stevie discovers
his love for skating through

PHOTO COURTESY OF TOBIN YELLAND

(Left to right) Na-kel Smith, Olan Prenatt, Gio Galicia, Ryder McLaughlin and Sunny Suljic star in the film
“Mid90s.” The coming-of-age film is the feature directorial debut of actor Jonah Hill.

the clique, it becomes an escape from the torment of his
brother and the absence of
his mother.
His right of passage is
filled with the challenge of
actually learning how to
skate and the confusion of
learning what’s cool or as
one of the skaters puts it,
“Whatever doesn’t make
him look gay.”
Despite the mild homophobia and vulgarity of the
conversations that Stevie can
hardly understand, he adapts
to the oftentimes absurd social code and cheekiness of
the boys and proves to be cool
enough for the clique.

movie review
“Mid90s”
Rating:


Meanwhile,
director
Jonah Hill is meticulous
in creating his ’90s vibe,
providing a playlist of
’90s beats stretching from
Nirvana to Cypress Hill,
while referencing a slew
of ’90s movies like Larry
Clark’s “Kids” and even a

Record is filled
with ‘Solace’
By Claire Hultin
STAFF WRITER

Rüfüs Du Sol has lit up
the music world with their
third album “Solace.”
With this nine-track album, released last Friday,
the three-man group from
Australia prove that they
have true emotion and
depth within their music
and deserve to be on the
United States Top 40.
The album appears to be
more lyrical than electronic
in comparison to their last
few albums. “Solace” is full of
emotion, vulnerability and
seems to come from a place
of self-reflection within each
member of the group.
The band has risen up in
the dance-music community and with this album, they
will rise even higher.
The album begins with
“Treat You Better,” a sweet,
smooth and generally happy
song with a building beat.
Singer Tyrone Lindqvist
sings, “I know that the sun
keeps shining / I just want
to treat you better.” The
emotion of the song and
the serene vibe makes the
listener want to celebrate
life and starts the album off
with a sunny brilliance.
In “Eyes,” the group continues to play on the same
organ theme as “Treat You
Better,” but has an electronic
dance vibe.
In an interview with Billboard Dance, the group
explained that this song is
“one of the most immediate songs on the record, it’s
about really seeing someone for the first time and

album
review
“Solace”
Rating:


Artist:
Rüfüs Du Sol
Release date:
Oct. 19, 2018
Genre:
Alternative dance

knowing they see you.”
“New Sky” is one of the
most intriguing songs on
the album. It is constantly
building with emotion and
adrenaline throughout the
whole track.
“Lost in My Mind” is the
fourth track on the album
and is a song that makes
me want to see the group
perform live.
The song is an epic
masterpiece with tribal
drums, an electric guitar
sound and a chorus of
wild voices.
“No Place,” released earlier this year as a lead single, makes the listener feel
a sense of stillness. The vulnerability of the song and
the soft vocals bring the audience closer to the group.
“All I’ve Got” is a song I
would listen to while taking a
long drive late at night, with
more of a relaxing, smooth
yet slightly dark vibe.
“Underwater” appears to
be very gentle and flowing,
but the song builds quickly
and the lyrics cry out with a
sense of urgency. “Save me

now before I give up / Help
me out before I drown /
Cause I just need some space.”
The defenseless feeling is
something many can relate
to, again showing the vulnerability of the group in
the album.
“Solace,” the song the album is named after, slows it
down with a song that talks
about reflecting on love.
This is one of my personal favorites, as it has a completely different sound than
most of the other tracks.
The song illustrates the
difficulty and the emotions
of losing a love.
It puts the listener in the
soul of someone who is
longing for the moments of
love not to disappear.
“Another Life” brings
the listener back to a more
hopeful feeling. The last
track is upbeat and sunny,
leaving the album off on a
lighthearted note.
After the rollercoaster of emotional depth in
the album, the song ends
with Lundqvist singing, “I
hope that I’ll see you again
/ I’ll see you in another
life,” with a sense of hope
and optimism.
Through listening to
it from the first song to
the last, I felt a sense of
fulfillment at the end
of “Solace.”
To be honest, I did not
start listening to Rüfüs Du
Sol until recently, but now
I will never stop. It felt like
I had just taken a journey
with the group.
Follow Claire on Twitter
@ClaireHult

they skate on rooftops.)
The most jarring of
Directed by:
transitions is after SteJonah Hill
vie gets drunk with his
Starring:
friends and then comes
Sunny Suljic,
home to fight his brothLucas Hedges
er and afterwards starts
Genre:
choking himself with a caComing-of-age
ble out of rage.
When you do pause to
think, Stevie goes through a
brief homage to Michael horrifying cycle.
Bay’s “Bad Boys.”
While skating presents itHowever, the nostalgia self as a sort of escape from
doesn’t last for too long.
the beasts Stevie faces at
At one moment, Stevie home, he starts to become a
could be learning how to beast himself.
ollie and at the next moOn the surface “Mid90s”
ment, he’d be falling off a is a movie about friends, with
rooftop while skating (yes an “us against the world” nar-

rative, but even that proves to
be delicate in the movie.
How can you face the
world, when you can’t face
yourself and the ones you’re
supposed to love?
Stevie’s friends prove
they have a brotherly
bond, stronger than the
bonds he shares with his
family at home, but it’s not
enough to escape from the
pain he suffers.
In the middle of following the misadventures of
the clique, the film sweeps
it away as fast as a wipeout
on the asphalt. It all comes
to a stop in a rollover
crash, landing Stevie in a
hospital bed.
There’s no easy escape
in the film, no solution to
the abundance of problems, nothing changes until the problems eventually
breaks Stevie.
The movie denies the escape skating with friends
presents itself as and instead
shows that pursuing it can
lead to self-destruction.
However, the story’s not
a testament against skating,
but more a narrative about
building trust.
Rebellion is not the only
thing that unites the skaters, but rather their concern and understanding of
one another.
“Mid90s” is not a pretty
story, but it’s a necessary
one to understand how
we must trust in others to
understand ourselves and
trust in ourselves to defeat
our demons.
Follow Mauricio on Twitter
@mslaplantenews
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Fear mongering is a useless debate tactic
Vicente Vera
STAFF WRITER

I wish more politicians
would use the majority
of debates and rallies to
discuss their own policy, platform and character instead of those of
their opponent’s.
The latest rounds of
televised midterm debates left me with a mix
of confusion because of
all the time candidates
wasted on filibustering.
As if the growing partisanship divide among
Democrats and Republicans wasn’t already visible enough, many candidates for some of the
country’s highest offices
wanted to take their personal vendettas against
political opponent onto
the debate stage.
During the Florida governor debate on
Oct. 21, Republican candidate Ron DeSantis and
Democratic
candidate
Andrew Gillum minced
words and threw out jabs
at every opportunity they
were granted.
When Gillum accused
DeSantis of propagating conspiracy theories
against the FBI, DeSantis replied, “When I dealt
with the FBI as a prosecutor I worked hand-inhand with them, when
Andrew is dealing with
them, it is with an un-

dercover agent posing as
a contractor.”
In a separate question relating to DeSantis branding Gillum as
having a far-left socialist
platform, Gillum said,
“He’s wrong because
he’s wrong, but he’s been
wrong for a long time.”
The candidates continuously engaged in
fruitless pissing matches
throughout the entirety
of the forum.
Candidates have the
right to correct an inaccurate characterization,
but not every correction
calls for a counter attack.
Anything more than to
set the record straight
would be unproductive
considering a rebuttal
is inevitable.
When
candidates
dismiss their own accomplishments
and
rather talk about how
horrible the other person is, the approach being utilized is known as
fear mongering.
Fear mongering, as defined by the Oxford Dictionary is, “The action
of deliberately arousing public fear or alarm
about a particular issue.”
The debate strategy,
used by both DeSantis
and Gillum, fails to take
into consideration one of

FILE PHOTOS COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS | ILLUSTRATION BY VICENTE VERA

Republican nominee for governor of Florida Ron DeSantis (left) and Democratic Senator from Massachusetts
Elizabeth Warren used fear mongering in their midterm campaigns.

the two candidates will
eventually take office,
therefore they must reap
what they sowed.
Using divisive political
rhetoric will only create a
hostile constituency that
will plague the succeeding group of lawmakers.
It is important for
voters not to get used to
politicians using fear as
the primary device to
mobilize them.
“Democrats produce
mobs, Republicans produce jobs,” President
Donald Trump said at
an Oct. 22 rally for Texas
Republican Senator Ted
Cruz. “They want to replace the rule of law with
the rule of the mob.”
Fear mongering is an
approach Trump loves to
use since he knows that
the media will print any-

thing he says. Even with
fact-checking websites
actively debunking some
of his claims, the President actively discredits
these outlets.
In an Oct. 19 Massachusetts Senate debate,
Democratic incumbent
Elizabeth Warren constantly brought up events
that illustrated the support State Representative Geoff Diehl had
for Trump.
Warren brought up
a quote from Diehl, “I
have the president’s back
100 percent,” and broke
down what she thought
the quote meant.
“Let’s talk about what
it means to have Trump’s
back, it means being the
vote to roll back health
care for tens of millions
of Americans, it means

standing by him when he
calls white supremacists
in Charlottesville ‘good
people’,” she continued.
Meanwhile,
Diehl
spent much of the debate
questioning
Warren’s
ability to dedicate time
for Massachusetts and
whether or not she cheated on her clothing taxes.
These midterm debates have no real substance. They leave the
viewers exhausted from
listening to a rundown
of every single misdeed the candidate
has undertaken.
I don’t want to hear
about what the other
candidate did wrong. I
want to hear about what
the candidates are doing right. There’s plenty of outlets to insult a
candidate, why should

the debate stage be one
of them?
Fear mongering does
more bad than good.
A 1980 Presidential
debate between lame
duck Jimmy Carter and
then-governor of California Ronald Reagan is
a prime example of how a
civil discussion between
two opposing politicians
should be conducted.
When asked about any
differences between him
and his opponent on the
use of military power,
Regan replied, “I don’t
know what the differences might be, because
I don’t know what Mr.
Carter’s policies are, but I
do know what he has said
about mine.”
Follow Vicente on Twitter
@ VicenteSJSU

Attitudes toward school and work remain the same
Huan Xun Chan
STAFF WRITER

As I sat in front of my
MacBook on Friday, I saw
my schedule – there were
three news stories due on
Sunday, a project paper, a
presentation slide and a
reading assignment due
on Monday.
I have to complete
all of these assignments
this weekend.
Being a full-time student, I wonder how it
is as a person working

for themselves.
I
believe
various
students
treat
their
school
work
with
different attitudes.
Because of our own obligations and priorities,
some attend every class
and turn in all assignments on time whereas
the others skip classes and
miss assignments.
After these people
graduate
from
the

If a person is goal oriented, I
believe this person will also be
proactive in finding solutions
and hitting goals while
studying or working.
full time.
Many full-time students have a busy and
packed schedule attending classes, completing
assignments,
writing
thousands of words for
essays, reading hundreds
of pages of assigned materials, studying for exams, committing time for
social obligations, spending time with friends
and family and finally,
searching for some time

university
and
step
into the career field,
each of them might
hold various attitudes
and behave differently
while working.
According to the book
“Organizational Behavior” published by the
University of Minnesota,
people who tend to experience positive moods
more often than negative moods are more
likely to be satisfied with

their jobs.
Some people would
say a person treats a
full-time job more seriously than a full-time
student because the individual is getting paid
for working.
However, I believe
that though the natures
of studying and working are disparate, the
subject in these different conditions, which
is the individual, does
not change.
People who are more
emotionally stable, higher in conscientiousness,
self-esteem and locus
of control, the degree of
people’s believing that
they have control over
life, as well as having a
extrovertive personality
are more likely to have
positive work attitudes,
according to “Organizational Behavior.”
As long as the individuals do not put in efforts to
change their personalities
180 degrees, the attitudes
they hold toward either
school or work should
be similar.
According to the study,
“The Impact of Career
Development Activities
on Student Attitudes” researched by the UK organization, Education and
Employers, participation
in career development
activities have a high
level of association with
positive attitudes towards
the utility of schools in
preparing teenagers for
working life.
If a person is goal oriented, I believe this person will also be proactive

in finding solutions and
hitting goals while studying or working.
The good and bad habits a person has will be
transferable to different
life situations.
For instance, I have
been good at meeting
deadlines and dealing
with academic stress
since I was in elementary
school and nothing has
changed during my senior year in college.
My tendency to have
short-lived enthusiasm
has also lasted for years.

Psychologist
Albert
Bandura’s Social Cognitive Theory states that an
individual’s psychological behavior is influenced
by the interaction of the
personal, behavioral and
environmental factors.
I will not deny that
other factors affect personal attitudes. The
job environment can
affect one’s attitude
toward work.
However, I think people who know how to
approach looking for
good solutions are more

likely to get a suitable
job. In turn, they will
like the job environment and have a good
working attitude.
Today, as I am still
in college, I consistently meet the assignment
deadlines being a fulltime student.
Hopefully, later in the
future I will also carry on with this good
habit when I work
full time.
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Hypocrisy in the Human Rights council
Winona Rajamohan
STAFF WRITER

The United Nations’
Human Rights Council held its annual elections on Oct. 12 and
rang in results that
sparked
outrage
from human rights
lobbyists worldwide.
The council elected
18 new members, but
the acceptance of the
Philippines,
Eritrea,
Cameroon and Bahrain have been criticized. These four nations are recognized as
human-rights
abusers
on
its
own
national grounds.
The council was established in 2006 with
the goal of promoting
and
protecting
human rights across
the world.
Joined by 47 member nations, the body
has the capacity to
be an important tool
to monitor human
rights violations and implement actions to hold
countries accountable.
Despite that, the effectiveness of the council to be an enforcer is
questionable if some
member nations are
perpetrators of these violations themselves.
The nonprofit or-

ganization,
Human
Rights Watch, called
the elections a threat
on the council’s credibility
because
of
the spotlight it has
put
on
humanrights violators.
The 2017-2018 report
by human rights organization, Amnesty International, reported the
Philippines’ government
has committed thousands of deliberate killings on drug offenders
as part of an antidrug campaign.
According to the report, the police carried
out these killings based
on unverified lists of
individuals
allegedly
partaking in using or
selling drugs.
The drug war has been
going on since 2016 and
the number of killings on
a single day of police
operation
has
reached a toll of
32 deaths.
In Eritrea, the report outlines the actions taken by local
authorities to restrict
thousands from leaving
the country.
Prohibitions
are
placed on citizens aged
between five and 50 to

travel abroad.
The country also imposes an indefinite mandatory national service
as well as the detention
of unconvicted individuals without trial as a
societal norm.
Idealistically, international
institutions
like the United Nations and intergovernmental bodies that fall
under its jurisdiction
would be forces with
the resources and ca-

nationally
representative group to simply
put an end to human
rights violations when
needed, even if it had
the most powerful
global actors in on
the effort.
The presence of a passive international government requires the
willingness of countries
to agree on a similar
definition of values that
can be inserted into the
groundwork that coun-

It takes more than the
union of an internationally
representative group to simply
put an end to human rights
violations when needed, even if
it had the most powerful global
actors in on the effort.

pability to keep the actions of all countries
in check.
However, these idealistic prospects are
never easily played
out in a global climate
so turbulently divided by political interests that undermine
the transparency of
foreign policy.
It takes more than
the union of an inter-

CLASSIFIEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

tries carry out their
national policies.
In this case, what
is an internationally
agreed upon definition
of “human rights” and
should countries partake in decisions that
call for this definition if
they do not carry it out on at a
local perspective?
The United States’
ambassador to the Unit-

ed Nations, Nikki Haley, characterized the
council as a “protector
of human rights abusers
and a cesspool of political bias,” according to
The Economist.
The U.S. pulled out
of the Human Rights
Council in June because of the council’s
decisions
to
single
out
Israel
for scrutinization.
Among the member countries doing
the scrutinizing are
human rights perpetrators like Saudi Arabia, Venezuela and
Ethiopia
that
already have a place on
the council.
Seats are distributed
among seven regional groups – African,
Asia-Pacific,
Eastern
European, Latin American
and
Caribbean as well as Western
European and other
– with each group being given a set amount
of seats.
Though this distribution
addresses
concerns
of
global representation,
it also allows for the an
equal ratio between the
number of seats contested and the number
of countries contesting
for them.
The
Economist
reported
that
human
rights
lobbyists were upset with
how the elections allowed new members
to be voted in with-

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row,
column and 3x3 box contains every digit
from 1 to 9 inclusively.

out having to face
any
competition
when
running
for
their seats.
This ultimately allows countries to be on
the council even though
their track record of human rights values show
otherwise.
The council has contributed
significantly to the protection of
global human rights
in the last 12 years,
especially in its efforts this year to
gather
evidence
on the Rohingya genocide
in
Myanmar,
conducting
investigations into the conflicts in Yemen and
holding discussions.
I do not doubt the
Human Rights Council could and should
be a vital platform
to elevate the standard of morality and
individual
rights
every
global
citizen should live their
lives accordingly.
However,
with
great promise comes
great responsibility.
I do not believe
the leniency shown
in filtering eligible
members demonstrates
a sense of responsibility
that matches the significant role this council
must hold.

Follow Winona on Twitter
@ winonaarjmh

JOKIN’
AROUND
Why are
skeletons
so calm?

Because
nothing gets
under their
skin.

SOLUTIONS

ACROSS
1. Foliage
5. Soars
10. Formally surrender
14. Affirm
15. Provide with a permanent fund
16. The original matter (cosmology)
17. Bog
18. Vote
20. Marred by discolored spots
22. Ore refinery
23. Ironic
24. Apprehensive
25. Capable
32. Honor
33. Lion sounds
34. Ribonucleic acid
37. Between the head and
shoulders
38. Varnish ingredient
39. Henhouse
40. Bother
41. Circumscribe
42. Communication device
43. Kindly
45. Feinted
49. 7 in Roman numerals

50. Futile
53. Mountainside
57. A pretrial interrogation
59. Threesome
60. Handle
61. Implied
62. Feudal worker
63. Being
64. Stairs
65. Require

DOWN
1. Young sheep
2. Wicked
3. Relating to aircraft
4. Trellis
5. Greek god of the west wind
6. Unique
7. Lyric poem
8. Gangs
9. Breaststroke
10. Pedal
11. High society
12. Discourage
13. Manicurist’s board
19. Trades
21. Gunk
25. Hindu princess

26. Pitcher
27. Big bag
28. Cream (cooking term)
29. A red fluorescent dye
30. Religious belief
31. A large vase
34. Part of a plant
35. Not a single one
36. Copied
38. Tear
39. Baptize
41. Deposits of ore
42. Twosome
44. Happenings
45. Adjudicate
46. Utilizers
47. Caps
48. Run away to wed
51. Seats oneself
52. Immediately
53. Voice Over Internet Protocol
54. Backside
55. 1 less than 10
56. Pigeon-___
58. Frozen water
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Spartans run Rebels out of CEFCU
By Gabriel Mungaray
SPORTS EDITOR

After seven consecutive losses, San Jose State
University’s football team
claimed its first win of
the season against the
University of Las Vegas,
Nevada on Saturday with a
50-37 victory.
“It’s been, obviously, a tough
couple of months and I’m so
proud of [the players] because
they never stopped working,”
head coach Brent Brennan
said. “I think a lot of people say
that when we were in a dry run
like we were, but if you come
and watch us practice, constantly people are amazed by
the energy and enthusiasm we
c o nt i nu e
REBELS
to practice
with.”
T h e
game didn’t
start off as
well as the
GABRIEL MUNGARAY | SPARTAN DAILY
Spartans
SPARTANS h o p e d . Spartans junior linebacker Hadari Darden and freshman linebacker Kyle Harmon tackle an UNLV running back during the team’s 50-37 win.
They went
three-and- ing in the second quarter after Crawford’s range for a field 38-21 lead.
at 50-31. UNLV’s Gilliam every game.
out on their the team’s defense stopped the goal attempt at the very
The Rebels responded with connected with Collins for
“We talk about that a lot
first offen- Rebels’ offense on fourth down least. SJSU had no plans on a 46-yard touchdown from the pair’s fourth touchdown and that’s one of those things
sive posses- on the previous drive. On kicking a field goal as just Gilliam to Collins to cut the of the game to cut the lead to if think about this season, all
sion and then turned the ball third-and-goal the Spartans’ two plays later, Love found Spartans’ lead to 38-28 with 50-37 with 2:28 remaining in the games we have been close
over after an interception by capped-off a 12-play, 58-yard Walker again, but this time 2:01 remaining in the third the game.
in we’ve either been plus in
junior quarterback Josh Love. drive, Love found senior for a 37-yard touchdown to quarter. SJSU added a field goal
The final score was 50-37 the turnover battle or even,”
This led to a 6-yard touch- tight end Josh Oliver for a give the Spartans a 24-21 lead right before the end of the third in favor of the Spartans, Brennan said.
down run from Rebels’ soph- 2-yard touchdown to give the heading into halftime.
quarter push the lead back marking the team’s first win
Senior defensive tackle
omore quarterback Max Spartans a 14-7 lead. Senior
The Spartans marched to 41-28.
since its 20-17 victory against Bryson Bridges talked about
Gilliam and gave UNLV a kicker Bryce Crawford add a down the field to pen the
The fourth quarter start- Wyoming on Nov. 25, 2017. the team’s defensive mentality
7-0 lead five minutes into the 50-yard field goal to give SJSU second half and started to ed with the Spartans’ defense Love finished the game with going against UNLV’s highfirst quarter.
a 17-7 lead with 6:25 left in the take it to the Rebels. Love forcing its second intercep- 335 passing yards and four powered offense.
The Spartans bounced second quarter.
touchdown passes, marking
“We knew coming into
back in a big way on the next
Late in the second quarter,
the first time a Spartans’ quar- the game that we going
possession after senior wide on the next Rebels’ possesterback has thrown for at least game plan for them as we
receiver Thai Cottrell’s 60-yard sion, UNLV’s Gilliam threw
four touchdowns in a game have the last couple of weeks
catch and run by, set up the a 75-yard touchdown pass to
since former SJSU quarter- like when we were playing
team’s offense on the 4-yard freshman wide receiver Tyleek
back David Fales threw for against Army and San Diego
line. Sophomore running Collins to cut the Spartans’
six touchdowns in the team’s State,” Bridges said. “We
back Tyler Nevens punched lead to 17-14. The Rebels
62-52 victory over Fresno State knew they were going to hit
in the ball to tie the game at came right back again and
in 2013.
the edges on us, a lot of outJosh Love
7-7 with 6:16 left in the open- found the Gilliam to Collins
“I feel like I’m in control side zones, RPO’s and quick
junior quarterback and I feel really comfortable passes, so we knew we were
ing quarter. This was Nevens’ touchdown connection, this
fourth rushing touchdown of time from 4-yards out to cap
out there,” Love said. “All my going to run a lot, but I’m just
the season, leading the team off a 10-play, 80-yard drive, connected with Walker again tion of the game. Senior coaches really prepare me glad we prepared well and
in rushing touchdowns and giving UNLV a 21-17 lead on a 34-yard pass down to cornerback Dakari Monroe week in and week out, watch- were able to come out with
his first since the game against with 1:36 left before halftime.
the UNLV 1-yard line. The returned the interception ing film, putting it on the a win.”
Colorado State on Oct. 6.
After giving up the lead Spartans scored three plays for a touchdown, extend- board. We have great gameThe
Spartans
will
“Having [Nevens] back right before halftime, the later on a 1-yard touchdown ing the SJSU lead to 47-31. plans going in.”
head to Wyoming to
is huge,” Brennan said. Spartans’ offense made sure pass to junior linebacker Brett Monroe won the Mountain
The Spartans’ defense take on the Cowboys on
“Obviously at the end of the to take the lead. A 22-yard Foley. Love threw his fourth West Conference Defensive forced a total of three turn- Saturday at 12 p.m. at War
game we had to give it to him. pass from Love to sophomore touchdown pass of the game Player of the Week for overs during the game, Memorial Stadium.
Four times to close out and he wide receiver Tre Walker set to senior wide receiver Tre his performance.
Brennan spoke on how
Follow Gabriel on Twitter
was awesome.”
up the Spartans at the UNLV Hartley with 4:17 left in third
After both teams traded crucial it is for the team to
@SJSneakerhead
SJSU opened up the scor- 40-yard line, already well in quarter, giving the Spartans a field goals – putting the score win the turnover battle

37
50

I feel like I’m in control and I feel really
comfortable out there. All my coaches
really prepare me week in and week out,
watching film, putting it on the board.

San Jose State’s comeback falls short

By Paul Hang
STAFF WRITER

San Jose State University
men’s soccer team failed to
complete the comeback
against the University of
Texas Rio Grande Valley
as it fell 2-1 in Sunday’s
match. This loss dropped
the
Spartans’
conference record to 5-4-1 with
one game remaining on
the schedule.
The first
VAQUEROS goal of the
match was
scored by
Vaqueros
junior forward Kyle
Edwards
SPARTANS in the second minute. The
Vaqueros’
second
goal was
shot shortly after when
junior forward William
Akio was able to get a shot
past SJSU senior goalkeeper Alex Clewis in the
eighth minute.
With the score 2-0 early
in the first half, the Spartans
were in early trouble. SJSU
was able to get one past
Vaqueros’ junior goalkeep-

2
1

PAUL HANG | SPARTAN DAILY

Spartans midfielder Kalei Tolentino-Perry shields the ball from two Vaquero defenders during the team’s 2-1 loss.

er Andy Rios for their first
and only goal of the match.
According to the stats sheet,
the goal was confirmed to be
an own goal.
Sophomore midfielder Max Allen thought the
beginning of the first half put
the Spartans at a disadvantage throughout the match.
“Against any team, giving

them two goals, it’s going to
be hard to get it back,” Allen
said. “We just couldn’t score
them with the two goals.”
Head coach Simon Tobin
thought similarly to Allen.
“I thought we dominated the game, but it was not
good enough at the beginning,” Tobin said. “To me,
the game was asking an

awful lot for us after we gave
them a two- goal lead.”
The Spartans racked up
the most shots with 16 while
the Vaqueros had 11. The
Spartans also had more corner kicks than the Vaqueros
with seven overall while the
Vaqueros had four.
Sophomore
defender
Omar Lemus thought the

team was playing fine overall, but the two early goals
put the team off mentally.
“It kind of hit us mentally. It took us couple 10 or
15 minutes after that to get
back into our shape,” Lemus
said.” We kind of dominated
overall, but just those two
mistakes kind of killed us.”
During the second half,

the Spartans tried to get the
game-tying goal to force
overtime but were unable to
prevail. There were a couple
of missed shots that could’ve
changed the tide of the match.
Lemus mentioned one of
the Spartans’ opportunities
right before the final whistle that could’ve potentially
pushed the game to overtime.
“In terms of the end too,
we could’ve had a chance to
tie it up, but unfortunately
that didn’t go in,” Lemus said.
Lemus added the Spartans’
defense could’ve been better
and felt the team’s positioning wasn’t enough to stop the
Vaqueros’ offensive ability.
“They countered us pretty much every time they got
the ball. They kind of put us
in out of our shape,” Lemus
said.” I think defensively we
all got a job to defend as
one unit.”
The Spartans will next play
against Seattle University at
7 p.m. on Friday at the
Spartan Soccer Complex. It
will be the final conference
match of the season for the
team before the start of the
Western Athletic Conference
tournament on Nov. 7.
Follow Paul on Twitter
@iTz_BisyMon

